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PI.GER GOLD MINING SELSONALITY RE-OPENED

A "scasonal® findiug for th: op=n-cut mining of placer gcld will be re-cpenéd
at a heariang at 10:00 AM. c¢n May 21 at the Finlen Hotsl, Butte, Montana was an-
nounced todsy by General Philip B, Fleming, Administrator of the Wage and Hour
Divisicn, U. S, Department of ILabor. This re-opening will be limited to the
questicn of the mining of placer gold by bucket, dredgss, drag linas and other
methods smploying power muchinery., No gussticr hes been raised concerning the
exemption of placer gold mining by hond methods,

‘Tle finding mede by JAdministreter Fleming on Jonuary 3, 1940, permitted em=-
pleyess snguged in placer gold mining in the States of Idzhe, Nevada, Montana,
Oregon, Scuth Dakote, Utah, Washington, Wyoming and the territcery of Alaska, and
subsequently enlarged to include the State of Colorado, to work up te 12 hecurs a
day or 56 hours a wenk for o period or pericds of not more than 14 workweeks in ﬁny
calendar year without the payment of overtime, Since the finding was made, pro=-
tests hove been rsceived from the Internsticnal Union of Operating Enginsers
claiming that the exemption shiould not hzve applied to placer gold mining by bucket,
drag linss and other powor methods bzceuse thoee opsraticns operate foirly con-
tinuously throughout the whole yeur or zlmost all the year

A hearing has thersfors been set before Harcld Stein, m2uthorized representa=
tive of the [ dministrator, to detsrmine whethsr or not the power operations were
properly inciuvded within the sesscral firding for placer gold mining. All inter-
ested persons can appear at the hearing cr can file written statoments with the

presiding officer or with the administrator not later thon the date of the hearing,
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